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a stock-jobber, and many other retailers of fraud, shall not
only be able to overreach others, much wiser than them-
selves, but find out new inventions, to elude the force of
any law made against them. I suppose, the reason of this
may be, that as the aggressor is said to have generally the
advantage of the defender; so the makers of the law, which
is to defend our rights, have usually not so much industry
or vigour, as those whose interest leads them to attack it.
Besides, it rarely happens that men are rewarded by the
public for their justice and virtue ; neither do those who act
upon such principles, expect any recompense till the next
world: whereas fraud, where it succeeds, gives present pay;
and this is allowed the greatest spur imaginable both to
labour and invention. When a law is made to stop some
growing evil, the wits of those, whose interest it is to break
it with secrecy or impunity, are immediately at work; and
even among those who pretend to fairer characters, many
would gladly find means to avoid, what they would not be
thought to violate. They desire to reap the advantage, if
possible, without the shame, or at least, without the danger.
This art is what I take that dexterous race of men, sprung
up soon after the Revolution, to have studied with great
application ever since, and to have arrived at great perfec-
tion in it. According to the doctrine of some Romish
casuists, they have found out quam propt ad peccatum sine
peccato possint accedere^ They can tell how to go within an
inch of an impeachment, and yet come back untouched.
They know what degree of corruption will just forfeit
an employment, and whether the bribe you receive be
sufficient to set you right, and put something in your pocket
besides. How much to a penny, you may safely cheat the
Qu[ee]n, whether forty, fifty or sixty per cent, according to
the station you are in, and the dispositions of the persons
in office, below and above you. They have computed the
price you may securely take or give for a place, or what part
of the salary you ought to reserve. They can discreetly
distribute five hundred pounds in a small borough, without
any danger from the statutes, against bribing elections.
They can manage a bargain for an office, by a third, fourth

1 " How near to sin they can go without actually sinning." [T. S.]